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Book portrays Tyson
as puppet of King

By Jon Saraceno
USA TODAY

A new book on Mike Tyson says
the heavyweight fighter was manipu-
lated and controlled by those around
him for their own financial benefit.

The Inner Ring (Oliver Publishing,
$19.95; 1-800-619-
2BOX) is co-auth-
ored by former

i Tyson confidante
Rudy Gonzalez with Miami lawyer
Martin A, Feigenbaum.
. Gonzalez worked for Tyson for
514 years as chauffeur and personal
assistant. Among his allegations:

» Tyson was overcharged and im-
properly billed for untold sums of
money by promoter King, his family,
and Don King Productions employ-
ees. Gonzalez claims he discovered
the financial discrepancies in 1991
when Tyson received a $100,000
monthly bill for cellular phone ser-
vices. No invoices were attached to
Tyson’s bills, only memos saying,
“Sign and return.”

» Tyson broke down crying after
informing Gonzalez he couldn’t read.
“All I do is keep signing,” Tyson told
him. “I'm tired of signing.”

» King, Gonzalez claims, is a stu-
dent of Nazi propaganda techniques,
and Tyson co-managers Rory
Holloway and John Horne incessant-
ly bombed Tyson with “black rap”
about whites controlling his career
and money.

» Tyson loved to watch Tom &
Jerry cartoons, but King made him
watch documentaries featuring Hit-
ler and the Nazis.

King declined éomment, said
spokesman Mike Marley.

Horne, through Marley, issued this
statement: “Rudy Gonzalez was a
fired employee. He was fired for
stealing, for insubordination and for
criminal involvement. He had too
many ghosts in his closet, and he had
to be let go.”

Gonzalez added that King was
responsible for Tyson losing his title
to Buster Douglas in 1990 in Tokyo.
“King had Tyson running all over the
country, and by the time I got there,
my boss was exhausted,” doing pro-
motional work for Don King Produc-
tions, Gonzalez writes.

Six weeks prior to a rematch vs.
Razor Ruddock in June 1991, Tyson
flew into a rage when he found the
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By John Ruthroff, Agence France-Presse

MIKE TYSON: Book says he had to
watch Hitler documentaries.

Jamaican-born heavyweight sitting
in King’s office.

Tyson shouted “I'll kill you” at
King before a melee broke out with
Ruddock’s bodyguards. Ruddock lat-
er attacked Tyson downstairs — and
a Tyson roundhouse dropped him,

Tyson knocked out Ruddock cold,
leaving him bloody and with “hands
folded on his chest like he was on
display inside a coffin at a funeral
home,” according to the book.

That same day, Gonzalez says, King
purchased an $850 bulletproof vest.
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Tyson bodyguard’s book lowers boom on King
THE
INN l* R
RING

IS A SCATHING book with
a ring of truth to it, especially
since the targets aren’t talking
about litigation. As Don
King's publicist said, “He's
not even both with it,” as
if the only hogno lessening
the impact of Rudy Gonzalez's
accusations is to ignore them.,

Gonzalez was a bodyguard
and limousine driver for Mike
Tyson between 1987 and 1992.
His recently self-published
book, “The Inner Ring,” has
been underpublicized but it's
ﬁsdnadl:i reading.

Co-authored by Martin
Feigenbaum, the book is 260
pages of virtually nonstop
:lol:gnﬁona of underhanded

uct, misuse of authority
and criminal'misuse of
funds by King and '8
current managers, John
Horne and Rory Holloway.
It also includes accusations
of King conspiring to keep
on sedated, as well as

ries on drug use of boxing
superstars Julio Cesar Chavez
and Hector Camacho, plus an
account of a murder attempt
on Gonzalez that he ﬁ;esnmes
was orchestrated by King,

It’s going to be impossible
to see Team Tyson — which
moves its training camp to Las
Vegas this week in preparation
for an Aug. 19 bout with Peter
McNeeley at the MGM Grand
Garden - and not think of
Gonzalez’s claims.

In a telephone conversation
last week, Gonzalez said there
has been an additional threat
to his life.

“I was shot at again,” he
said from his New York home,
“Luckily, I've taken to wearing
a bulletproof vest.”

Gonzalez, who will be in
Las for a book signing
at Borders Book Shop on
Decatur Boulevard just prior
to the Tyson vs. McNeeley
fight, comes across as not only
outs n, but sincere.

“I wasn’t looking to get
rich and have a best-seller,”
he said. “The big publishers
told me they thought it was
too legally controversial, so I
invested my own money to get
it published.”

He and Feigenbaum, as
well as King publicist Mike
Marley, said no [itigation has
been filed since the book’s first

printing.

“The only thing I hear
in a legal sense is that the
U.S. Justice Department
has started looking into
King because of the book,”
I’uex"fanbaum, an attorney,

id from his office in Miami.
“There’s no litigation, no
actions filed against us.”

Marleg: speaking on behalf
of King from oﬁcg in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., offered the
remark that King was not
“even bothering with it.”
Further, he said: “Rudy is
a disgruntled ex-employee
of Tyson’s. No reputable
publisher would touch the
book. It’s a little wacky.”

Yet the stories included in
the book sound very much
authentic. No question
gonzale'; ?iualiﬁeslas a

ntled ex-employee,
Dut B tolle & drnmatio story
in detailed fashion. And he
dislikes King, Horne and
Holloway wi'% a ;

“I'm looking forward
to the day those guys are
escorted from Mike’s life,”
Gonzalez said. “Right now
they’re holding Mike hostage.
Something happened there
... they've got something on
Mike.

“Horne is villain No. 1 as
far as I'm concerned because
he's nothing but a street punk
from LA who came in the
back door and took control of
Mike's life. Hollowav’s not
much better, then you have
King, who’s like the Joker in
the Batman movies: You want
to laugh at him, but he scares
you at the same time.

“The world does not need
these people.”

Tyson must feel he needs
them, as he returned to the
trio following his release
from prison in March. Many
who follow the sport were
disappointed in m for not
remaining independent and
steering clear of King and his
cohorts.

Gonzalez was always an
outsider as far as King, Horne
and Holloway were concerned
because he predated them in

n’s life. And everyone
who predated them was
eventually run off or fired, the
result, Gonzalez says, of King
using racial propaganda and
intimidation.

King was so clever in his
use of race that he was able
to mastermind a plot that
allowed him to take over
Tyson’s career, Gonzalez
contends in the book.

Although Tyson had friends
of all races as a young man
—as a teen he lived with an
elderly white woman and his
first managers, Bill Cayton
and Jim Jacobs, were white,
as was his firet trainer, Kevin
Rooney, and Gonzalez is
Puerto Rican - King continued
to harp on his theme “that
the white man still enslaved
the black man, especially in
the world of sports,” Gonzalez

writes.

So King used Horne and
Holloway, who are black,
to get to n in 1988 via
Tyson’s wife at the time,
Robin Givens, and her mother,
Ruth Roper.

“Horne and Holloway
were stoking the fires of
discord between the couple,”
Gonzalez writes. “And they
ik s oo ol Ty

. Horne
the whr:& man is ‘evil’ and
that ‘“You're a nigger and
you've got to hang out with
niggers.” Don King, chess

extraordinaire, must
ve been having a good laugh
as these marched across
the to his tune.”
Gonzalez cites a quote from
ight cha:ln;pion
is

olmes said. “He’s the black
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MIKE TYSON Is a hostage of Don King, according to book written

KKK, the black supremacist.”
Tyson wasn’t quick to
buy in to King’s advances
and once jumped in one of
his many fabulous cars and
had Gonzalez attempt to
evade King during a wild
chase through New York
City. But eventually King’s
ﬁl:g worked, as Jacobs died,
mey was replaced as trainer
and Cayton's contract with
Tyson was allowed to expire,
By the time Tyson fought
Frank Bruno (Feb. 25, 1989)
at the Las Hilton, King
was in and Tyson’s “lack of

- and published by his former bodyguard, Rudy Gonzalez.

training started taking;:‘s
toll.” A loss tu Buster glas
followed, and 3ven comeback
fights aﬁmﬂ. Razor Ruddock
at The Mirage (March 18 and
June 28, 1991) were loaded
with distractions for Tyson,
who had free rein in the hotel.

A Tyson va. Ruddock
confrontatior in King's New
York offices that received

i exposure at the time
is replayed with extensive
detail in the book. It turns out

knocked Ruddock down

not once but twice in the office
during a full-scale brawl that

didn’t come to an end until
Gonzalez pulled a Glock 9 mm
hanqg‘tm The incident was
E:; had $9 million on
the first Tyson-Ruddock fight,
while Tyson took home only
ﬁ'i"ymﬂ“m' loded agai

son exploded again
when he eamp to hcmg‘that
s ety Al iy
items id for by a
promoter, inclufm:g $52,000
a year to King's daughter for
being vice president of Tyson's
fan club. “Rudy, I can’t read,”
Tyson told Gonzalez after
Gonzalez asked the fighter
why he signed everything King
put in front of him.

After Gonzalez sorted *
through Tyson’s bank
statements, Tyson confronted
Kinf and demanded, “Why
am ing for your family?”

th more

becoming
.confrontational, Gonzalez

also relates a story from this
time frame in which a chef
for the fighter admits he has
been ordered by King to slip 2
sedative into Tyson's food.

Shortly thereafter, Gonzalez
was shot twice by an assailant
in Los Angeles while on a car-
retrieving misgion for King,
Gonzalez was not robbe
during the assault, which he
laid at King’s doorstep.
= a(s)lf com'sei I:h?1 Desiree

ington incident gets its
play in the book, with Tyson’s
explanation of the incident a
aimglle “She freaked out after
we did the wgir tlgx‘i;gg," After
Washington n
with rape, King solidified his
position with n further

“Now you need my help,
nigger!” Gonzalez quotes
as screaming to Tyson.

There is plenty of
screaming, plenty of hostility
throughout the book. To this
date, with the stories taken at
face value, Tyson is shown as
something of a pitiful figure,
manipulated, dru, and
used as a “blank check” by
those he has somehow decided
to trust.

DEAN JUIPE is a Las Vlegas SUN
sports writer. His columns also run
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
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A turkey give awa

Catholic agency runs program

By W. LEON POPE
Staff Writer

ATLANTIC CITY — Thanksgiving came early for
people like Louise Gant and Nokimis Massey.

They were just two of the nearly 400 people who
received free turkeys or chickens Tuesday compli-
ments of the Catholic Social Services, located on
Georgia Avenue here. ‘

Not only did Gant and Massey get the turkeys free,
they also got everything needed to prepare a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving dinner. Y

“They get a complete dinner,” said Sister Grace,
who has been overseeing the non-profit organiza-
tion’s preparation of the annual turkey givea ay for Staff photo by Vernon Ogrodnek
‘3 Police weren't the only ones handing out turkeys in A.C.

uesday; ex-heavyweight champ Mike Tyson was on hand at

© Uptown Complex to help distribute food to the needy
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Figures compiled |
pressway consultant also
that traffic fell by 1 perce
the Garden State Parkway:
September. Traffic rose on
New Jersey Turnpike by |
than 1 percent for the §
month. Those two toll roads ¥
only minimal traffic growth
the 12-month period ending
September. !

Despite the dropoff for §
tember and October, expressy
traffic was up overall by 3 p
cent for the first 10 months
this year, said Edward F. Sulli®
van of URS Coverdale & Colpitts
the authority’s consulting traffi
engineer.

Sullivan attributed the decling
in September and October to the
recession in the Northeast. The
economic slump has cut deeply
into the leisure travel market, =
such as that to the Atlantic City
casino hotels.

The struggling casino industry
reported last week that only two
gaming halls recorded higher
profits in the third quarter of this
year compared to the same peri-
od in 1980, Ll il
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